How Many Students Can Enter a Gifted & Talented Program in New York City?

In the 2013-2014 school year, approximately 36,000 students took the test to determine their eligibility for a seat in a
New York City public school Gifted & Talented program for the 2014-2015 school year. The test is grade-specific and any
student entering grades K through 3 can potentially take it.

The Department of Education defines the criteria for acceptance to a Gifted & Talented, or G&T, program. Students must
take two tests measuring their verbal and nonverbal skills. The scores of these tests are combined to find a single rank for
the student based on their age and national norms. Students can apply to a district-level G&T program if they rank above
the 90th percentile, and they can apply to any of the five citywide G&T programs if they rank above the 97th percentile.
Students receive offers based on their ranked scores and their school preferences.
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e Roughly 5,400 incoming kindergarteners who took the G&T test in school year 2013-14 (about 40 percent of the test-
takers) surpassed the 90th percentile, making them eligible to apply for a G&T program—21,500 of them achieved the
highest score.

e But the school system had G&T program seats for less than half of the qualifying kindergarteners, only a total of
2,200 seats were available across the city. This included 273 seats in the five most selective citywide programs.

e« This gap between the number of students meeting the official criteria and the spots available has meant that in recent
years most of the G&T programs can only accommodate students ranking closest to the 99th percentile.
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